&

*

e

v

HONOLULU STAR-BULI.ETIN, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1917

NOTORISTS SHOULD KNOW RULES
OF TRAFFIC: THEY MUST COOPERATE
)

By HENRY JAY CASE .
Traffic regulation tbday is more manner; is seldom seen in court to
tban & uniformed policeman with a answer'a complaint made against liim

—

ter stapchion, the operator of which..[rected to these streets to play, safely |
under ordinary circumstances, permiu*remc)t'ed from the danger of being
north and south traffic to jproceed|run down by fast moving vehicles.

over a period of about onme minute| 9 Backyard Playgrounds—By co
apd 40 seconds. When the man at operating with the owners of |roperty
the Tuaster stanchion turns his sema-  many of the interior courts of the
rhore to permit traffic to proceed  larger blocks in the congested dis-
north and south on the avenue, thel tricts bave been transformed into
man at each of the other semaphores | playgrounds by tearing down the
instantly turns bis semaphore to al-| {ences, grading the areas, and erect
low traffic to proceed north and soulh.“ng playground apparatus. Only chil-

. home

whistle in his band or a stop-andgo
semaphore on the street corner. Reg-
wlations, policemen and the whole
stanchion equipment count for noth-
ing if public cooperation is lacking:
and to get this cooperation of the
public, traffic regulations must be
simply worded. They must be under-
stood by the people, and the police-
man enforcing them must also be un-
derstood by the people

Therefore, in earnest, painstaking
efforts to teach the public how much
they will benefit the people—in edu-

cational work such as this—lies the

« success or fajlure of a system of traf
fic regulation.

The time has long since gone by
when a police force can make the
public bow to traffic regulation by use
o! the might stick. Legislatures and
legiglation won't do it. You can't leg-
islate carelessness out of people. You
can't, by making laws, stop a man
from being reckless or negligent. You
can sit in your councils and pass tral-
fic rules all night, but that won't
slop people from running in front ol
an automobile nor automobiles from
running over people. To try and save
them you have got to win their in-
terest and attention, and in order to
win thelr Interest and attention you
bave got to go before them as a
teacher,

iIn New York City, the police com-:
missioner comes in contact with the
citizen, not as a belligerent, but as
a friend and belper; he sets the stage
for the law's enforcement in a peace-
ful manner, ;

To get the best results in this new
line of police work, pick and choose
your traffic officers carefully. It is
no place for a surly man. Unless the
traffic officer can take his job good-
naturedly, it will go hard with bhim.
He will need every ounce of good na-
ture in his system to hold down this
job because no man can pack a
grouch for mine hours and be of any
use to any ome.

The average foot patrolman deals

traffic officer personally comes in con-
tact with a thousand. Therefore, pick
“Sunny Jim"” for your traffic officer;
take off “Groucho the Monk.”

. The traffic man is put on post in
New York to use his head as well as
his whistle and his smile. He is en-
couraged to observe and to make sug-

Here is a classification of operators
made by New York policemen. Maybe
you will find yourself in the cata-
logue:

1. The Owner Who Drives—Gener
ally operates bis own car; seems to
belieye in the golden rule; is intelli-
gent, thoughtful, and anxious to obey
regulstions; has regard for the
safety of those who walk, as well as
that of himself and those riding with
him; is easy to handle; knows that if

%

-~-he violates traffic rules he himself is

responsible mot only in a criminal
court, but in & civil court as well. In
short, we like to deal with the owner
who drives his own car, and wish
there were more of him.

2. The Owner Who Employs a
Chauffeur—Always has money enough
to pay his chauffeur's fines; is gen-
erally in a hurry; doesn't start from
until the last minute and then

takes a chance of violating
the law so as to “‘get there™ on time;
never doubts . his chauffeur’s ability
to get anywhere within the time avail-
able, no matter how impossible the
task,

3. The Private Chaunffeur—Depends
‘upon his employer's ability and will-
ingness to pay all fines and damages,
or his influence with “the
powers that be,” whatever that may
mean, which confidence makes him

indifferent to.the rights of everyone,

Chauffeur—
from the box in his
employer's victoria or landavu, is gen-
of middle age, has a family, is
life and thorougity familiar
with traffic regulations by reason of
driven horsedrawn vehicles;
-almest without exception drives his
sutomobile in a careful and prudent

‘!,;.- a traffic policeman.

5. The Commercial Chauffeur—Gen-
erally operates vehicles of high ton-
I nage, his occupation taking him to
{all parts of the city into localities
| where there are no traffic policemen
his vehicle, not geared for speed and
! generally heavily laden and cumber-
scme, hecomes a mosl dangerous wea-
pon in the hands of a careless or in-
| competent operator; owner generally
carries accident insurance, for the rea
!son that when persons are rum over
lor struck the results are not infre-
'qunmly fatal, Police officers of ex-
| perience in handling traffic, knowing
{the great weight and size of these
im;unmrcml vehicles, and mnotwith
{ standing the fact that many of them
\are equipped with governors to reg-
{ulate their speed, believe that the av-
| erage driver operating this type of
motor truck does not have a control
of it commensurate with its possibil-
'"ities of destroying human life.

6. The Taxi Chauffeur—Ready at al-
most any time, in return for a small
tip, to take a chance to accommodate
a passenger; is out for the money,
and in many cases doesn’t care how
he obfains it; doesn't welcome police
regulations; is not over-solicitous of
| the rights of others; and the type is
perhaps the worst source of trouble
to policemen,

7. The New and Inexperienced
Chauffeur—Although many have good
judgment, and ultimately become pro-
ficient in driving their cars, the lar-
gest percentage of them, while still
wholly incompetent, venture into con-
gested sections of the city, creating
bad tangles, causing delay, and, not
infrequently, most bhazardous situa-
| tions,

For pedestrians, the following is a

fair classification by traific police-
men: .
1. The woman shopper who risks
her life crossing the street to save
five seconds and then wastes 25 times
that at the very first shop window.

2. The independent citizen who

moving traffic and defies any driver
to run over him,

3. The newsgpaper reader who be-
lieves the middle of the street is a
reading room and acts accordingly.

4. The adventurous small boy who
profers to bicycle or roller skates on
heavy traffic streety rather than on
play streets set aside for him,

5. Boys and girls who play tag in
and out of swift moving traffic.

6. The average, every-day, law-abid-
ing citizen, who is always willing to
do what is right, and through that
willingness is invariably imposed upon
by drivers.

New York City has 700 policemen
in the traffic division, and in this
an increasingly large number of Sun-
ny Jims. But to piece out this man-
power, the department has to use a
number of . devices.. - Some of them
are:

1. Safety Isles—These spaces, usual
ly diamond s , Are marked off
with traffic stanchions, The isles are
usually 30 feet long by 8 feet wide,
placed in the center of roadways, at
street intersections, and at locations
where traffic is not heavy enough to
necessitate the stationing of a traffic
officer. They provide a refuge for
pedesirians crossing the street and
divide traffic by keeping vehicles to
the right and require people to walk
in one direction and necessitate their
looking in only one direction,

2. Car Stop Safety Zones—These
spaces are formed by traffic stan-
chions placed on roadways having
surface car tracks, particularly at
transfer points. These zones add
greatly to the safety of persons wait-
ing to board or alight from cars and
at the same time permit vehicles to
tkeep moving. They also save time
in,the operation of the cars.

4. Keep to the Right Signs—These
are, placed 'at street intersections
where traffic is light but where reg-
ulation is necessary to compel driv-
ers to keep to the right and not to

4. Semaphore System — This is
known as the 5-block system and is
today in effect on Fifth avenue be-
tween 26th and 58th streets. The
avenue between these two streets is
divided into zones, a semaphore being
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with about 20-persons a day. The/liberately walks into the midst of tr:%‘

cut crossings short. .

other stanchions in this zone do like-
wise unless there is no east and west |
traffic waiting, in which case they
leave their stanchions set
and south. The master semaphore |
when set to allow crosstown, or east
and west, traffic to proceed, is usuvally
sel in this position from 40 to 50 sec-
onds.

The one binding thing in this reg-
ulation is that when the master stan-
chion is set for traffic to proceed
north and south on the avenue, all of
the other semaphores within the zone
are likewise set,

In order to work this system it haa'l
been found necessary to adopt the fol-
lowing regulations:

Vehicles proceeding north or south
on Fifth avenue and desiring to turn
left into side streets must (1) either
turn right and go around the block, or
(2) form a line in the center of the
roadway back of the crosswalk, wait
for the officer's signal and then pass
in front, instead of around the sema-
phore stanchijon.

The officer is to give his signal for
such vehicles to turn into side streets
when a break in the north and south
bound traffic occurs, This is in or-
der that the turn may not interfere
with north and south bound traffic.

When there is no break in north or
south bound traffic while vehicles are
lined in the center of the roadway,
waiting to turn left, such vehicles
turn left into side streets when east
and west traffic i3 signalled to pro-
ceed, taking the head of the line by
making a short turn to the left.

In addition, when north and south
traffic is proceeding, but is light, and
conditions warrant, the officer gig
nals by hand for vehicles in the side
streets to proceed in the line of traf-
fic.

5. One Way Streets—These are
usually narrow ones where traffic is
heavy and the blocks are not long.
There are 44 at present, movement
of traffic being greatly facilitated and
pedesirians having only one line of
traffic to watch in crossing streets.

6. Parking Spaces — Besides the
spaces regularly set aside by the po-
lice commissioner in Manhattan, ve-
hicles are permitted to stand at the
curb providing they do not obstruct
traffic. There are no set rules for
parking privileges, traffic conditions
wholly governing.

7. Slow Moving Vehicles Keep to
the Right—By compelling slow mov-
ing vehicles to hug the right hand
curb and Kkeeping obstructions from
the roadway, thoroughfares are kept
cleaner and safer for drivers and pe-
destrians. Vehicles backed up to the
curb, except while actually loading or
unloading, are strictly prohibited.

8. Playground Streets—During cer-
tain hours of the day, usually 3 to 6
p. m., vehicles are prohibited from
passing through certain streets in the
congested part of the city, officers be.
ing detalled to enforce this regulation

traffic to move, the other men at lhe‘

When the man at the master stan-|drem living in the houses facing the
chion signals for east and west bound | yards are permitted in these yards and

attendants are assigned to superiise
and direct the games. This is an-
other successful means of drawing
children off the streets apnd away

for nonhi{rom the dangerous street accidents.

10. School Streets—To further safe-
guard children, school streer signs,
during school hours, have been placed
in front and at the intersection of'
streets where public schools are lo-'
cated. These warn drivers to go
slow and to look out for children at
plar. '

When “Groucho the Monk™ was the
traffic policeman the number of ar .
rests in a day was his batting aver-
age. With “Sunny Jim" at work to-
day summonses and arrests are avoid-
ed wherever possible. Don't mistake
this as an invitation to come to town
and break traffic regulations. The
traffic officer does not serve sum-
monses and make arrests for traffic
violation today if there be any rea.
sonable doubt. Summonses and ar
rests take policemen off the streets
where they are rendering service and
keep them in court, |

Instead of summonses and arrests,
in doubtful cases drivers are served
with a warning and this warning is !
promptly recorded at headquarters. If
the same driver is again found break-
ing a traffic regulation he receives
a second warning. This waming goes
to headquarters, where it automatijcal-
ly, in the card index system, finds the
first warning. If the driver receives
a third warning it automatically finds
the second and a summons for his
appearance in court immediately is-.
sues. The magistrate disposes of this
third offense, If the person be con:
victed, the magistrate is then fur-
nished with a record of warning No. |
1 and warning No. 2, and in passing'
sentence upon the third offense he
considers the facts in offense No 1!
and offense No. 2,

So thoroughly do I believe in the ef- y
fectiveness of a system of warnings
as applied to this class of cases that
I wish to dwell for a moment upon
this subject.

To repeat, a traffic policeman stand-
ing in the middle of the street using |
bis hands is of more value than he |
is when sitting in court with his hands
in his pockets waiting for the dispo-
sition of his case, f

Let me liken a traffic policeman on
duty to a monitor or a teacher in a
school. If the teacher was always
engaged in corporal punishment there
would be little time for maintaining
order in the room, The issuing of a*
summons by a police officer might be
likened to the administering punish- |
ment by a teacher. Summonggs, like '
corporal punishment, must enly be in. |
flicted when the case is urgent. This l
is not a beautifully. spun theory. Like |
all practises, it was theory once.
Every castle is built in the air before
it is built on earth. | am glad to say
that four months' experience with the
warning system, as I have outlined,
has proved its worth beyond the sha
dow of a doubt. -

and to protect children who are di-

When an administrative power ex-

be entirely satisfied. -

it is national, universal and continuous
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It does not look as though the market for this car could ever

That sounds like a strange statement, but there is a sound
1 reason for making it.

A shortage has continued, now, for two vears and a half, in
the face of a large and steady increase in output.

The shortage may not be local, or sectional, or seasonal, but

It will pay you to visit us and examine this car.

The gasoline consumption is unusually low.
:l The tire mileage is unusually high.
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ercises clemency it must inflict a rig- 'htra.ta must go seven-eights of the
orous punishment when the clemency |way to meet the offender. In other
is not accepted by the public in a|words, he must fine him severely or
proper spirit, and so, when a& sym-|imprison him. If you attempt to be-
pathetic magistrate finds that the pub- |come lenient under certain conditions,
lic will not meet the forces of law without becoming rigidly severe unm-
and order at least half way the mag: ]der certain other conditions, you will

bring the administration of law 7
contempt and make of yoursely
what an American statesman onod
called a mollycoddle,
A msan once warned is always told

(Continued on puq_.!)

satisfied,

l the ointment.”

How do you figure
your tireexpenses!’

How many miles do yougoinayear?
How many casings do you buy?
How much is your yearly tire bi]l?

and they're enthusiastic.
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When it is proven to you that you pay us less per year, and less per mile, you don't care if
. You do pay more per casing. The price of the casing is not important; the price of the mile is.

You'll find that Kelly users have a smaller yearly tire bill than you have. You'll find that
they have far less road trouble than you have. You'll find that they are not always shopping
around among the various makes trying to improve their service.
Come on home with them, and forget the one “fly in
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“Kant Slip” TIRES
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